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On the Alternative Ending of St, Mark's 

Gospel. 



PROF. J. RENDEL HARRIS. 

CLARE COLLEGE, CAMBRIDGE, ENGLAND. 



THE interest which has been recently revived in the question 
of the genuineness of the closing verses of St. Mark by Mr. 
Conybeare's discovery of an Armenian text which ascribes them 
to Ariston the presbyter, leads me to think that a fresh scrap of 
evidence with regard to the alternative ending of the Gospel may 
not be unacceptable to the readers of the Journal of Bibucal 
Literature. Slight as the evidence is, and inadequate of itself to 
decide the question of the origins, geographical and historical, of 
this strange and awkward supplement, it is yet possible that it may 
be capable of combination with other results of investigation from 
which unitedly the problem may one day be solved. 

When I first visited the Convent of St. Catherine on Mount Sinai 
in the year 1889, I had the pleasure of finding amongst a mass 
of loose leaves and fragments of early MSS. part of an ancient text 
of the latter part of St. Mark's Gospel. The hand was a looped 
uncial, with strong Coptic characteristics, not unlike that of the 
famous Codex Marchalianus of the Prophets. On account of its 
resemblance to this MS., as well as for other signs of antiquity, I 
assigned the copy to the seventh century. 

The text, so far as I was able to transcribe it (for the fragments 
were in part folded and compacted together, as if they had been 
used in the binding of some other book), was published by me 
in Biblical Fragments from Mount Sinai, as No. 12 of that col- 
lection. The portions printed comprised, roughly speaking, Mark 
xiv. 29-45, on the recto and verso of one leaf; Mark xv. 27-43, 
on the recto and verso of a second leaf; and Mark xv. 45-xvi. 5, 
on the recto of a third leaf. It will be noticed that the portions 
copied are only three verses removed from the place of the disputed 
ending of the Gospel. I was not, however, able to find any further 
traces of the text at that time. 



HARRIS: ON THE ALTERNATIVE ENDING OF ST. MARK'S GOSPEL. 97 

What was recovered, however, was valuable, for it was clear that 
the text was closely allied to that of certain of the great uncials. 
I showed my transcript to Dr. Hort, with the remark that the text 
was comparable with that of the Codex Sinaiticus. His examination 
of the fragments, however, led him to remark that he thought it 
would be more accurate to compare them with Codex L (the Paris 
uncial which contains the double ending of St. Mark). We shall 
see presently how accurately he had divined the true character of 
the MS. 

The matter rested at this point, for lack of further access to the 
MS., until the spring of the present year, 1893, when I made my 
second visit to Mount Sinai, in order to assist Mrs. Lewis in the 
decipherment of her discovered old Syriac Gospels. This furnished 
me with the opportunity of examining the compacted leaves more 
closely. The vellum was of remarkable delicacy and tenuity, but 
so fragile that an attempt to disintegrate the leaves threatened to 
do harm to the fragments. Accordingly I abandoned the idea of 
separating the parts which had been glued together ; but found that 
the effort at separation was unnecessary, inasmuch as the thinness 
of the vellum was such that the greater part of the concealed writing 
could be read by holding the leaves up to the sunlight. When 
this was done the closing verses of St. Mark came to light, not in 
the common form, nor in the curtate form of Codd. >? B, but in the 
form of the short text with double appendix, such as is found in 
Codex L. 

Under these circumstances it may be as well to reprint the text 
of the fragment, as edited in the Sinai Fragments, together with 
the additional decipherment. For the convenience of students, 
therefore, I transcribe the whole afresh. 
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FOL. 

Col. I, 
CKANAAAIC0HCO 
TAI-AAAOYKerOJ 

KAiAereiAYTuuoic 

AMHNAerUUCOl 
5 OTICYCHMePONTAY 
THNYKTITTPINH 
AICAAeKTOPA<t>UJ 
NHCAI TPeiCMG 
ATTAPNHCH 

10 OAeeKirepiccuuc 

GAAAeieANAeHMG 
CYNCOIATTOeANGT 
OYMHCGATTAPNH 
CUJMAI UUCAYTUUC 
15 AGKAITTANTeC 

KOI ep-^ovTca elCXUI 
piov ov TO ovoMa 

y^eCHMANIKAlAG 
20 V" TOICMAOHTAIC 
AYTOY KAGICATG 

ujAeeuucTTPOceY 

^UUMAI 

KM TTAPAAAMBANGI 
25 TONTTGTPON 

Mark 



I, Recto. 

Col. 2. 

kmTakuubon 
kaiioiannhn 

MeeeAYTOYKAl 
HP5ATOeK0AMBei 
CGAIKAIAAHMONer 
POA KAIAereiAYTOIC 
^ TTePIAYTTOCeCTIN 
HYYXHMOYeUUCGANA 
TOYMINATeUUAe 

KAirPHropeiTGMe 

TGMOY 
POe KAITTPOeAGUUNMIKPO 
^ eTTITTITTTeNeTTIr,,s y,s 
KAITTPOCHYXeTo 
INAGIAYNaTOV e(rnv 
TJhPGAOr) air avTov 
HUJPA KM eXeytv 
ABBAOTTHP TravTa 

PO? AYNATACOI nape 

' NerKeTOTTOT^ptov 

TOYTOATTe/nov aX\ ov 

TieruueeAuuAAXa 

TICY 
POZ KAiePXGTAI KM evpi 
^ CKGIAYTOYo- 
xiv. 29-37. 
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FoL. I, Verso. 
Col. I. 

KAiAereiTUJireTPUJ 

ClMUJNKAeeYAeiC 

OYKICXYCACMIAN 

UUPANTPHrOPHCAl 

rPHropeiTGKAi 



Col. 2. 

ATTexeiHAeeNHuupA 
Taoyttapaaiaotai 



OYlOCTOYANOYeiC 
TACXeiPACTUUNAMAP 

TuaAuuNereipecee 



TTPOceYxeceeiNA ptta ArajMeNiAOYOTiA 

A 



MHeiceAGHTeeic 

POH ireiPACMONTOMe 

A 

TTNA TTPOeYMON 

10 H AG CAPi'ACeeNHC 

PO0 KAITTAAlNATTeA0UU 

^ TTP0CHY5AT0T0N 

awONAoroNeiTruJ 

KM TTAAlNeAGUJN 




^reiAYTOic^ 

///A 

Wa 




PAAlAOYCMGHrriKe 

KAieYGYCeTlAYTOY 

AAAOYNTOCTTAPA 

riNeTAlTOYAACeiC 

TUJNAUJAeKAKAl 

MeXAYTOYOXAOC 

MeiAMAXAlPUUN 

KAIIYAUINTTAPA 

TUJNAPXiePe'dJN 

KAirPAMMArew 

K A I ■npvx^vTf.ptav 
PTTB AeAUlKEi Se Trapa 
^ AIAOYCAYTON o-w 
o-qixov AYTOlCAGrajv 

ov av *IAHCUJAY 
TOCeCTlNKPATH 
CATGAYTONKAIA 
TTArere ACMAUUC 
KAieA6»«)v cvOvs 
Mark xiv. 37-45. 



lOO 
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FoL. 2, Recto. 



CIS 
H 



Col. I. 

eNAeKAeiiujN 

KAieNAeieYUUNY 

MUUNAYTOY 

KAieTTAHPUieH 

5 HrPA<t>HAeroYCA 

> KAlMeTAANOMDj 

> eAoncGH 

CIZ KAlOlTTAPATTOPeYO 
^ MeNOieBAACtH 
10 MOYNAYTONKINOY 
TeCTACKe*AAACAY 
TUUNKAIAerONTGC 
OYAOKATAAYUJ 
TONNAONKAIOIKO 
,5 AOMUUNGNTPICIN 
HMePAICCUJCON 

cgaytonkatabac 
a7t0t0yctayp0y 
Omoiwckaioiapxi 
20 epeiceMirezoNTec 

TTPOCAAAHAOYC 
MeTATUUNTPAM 
MATGUUNeAerON 
AAAOYCeCUJCeN 
2s GAYTONOYAYNATAI 



cm 

B 



COL. 2. 

CUUCAIOXCOBACI 
AeYCTHA. KATABA 
TUUNYNATTOTOYCTot 
POYi'NAeiAUJMeN 
KAlTTICTeYCUUMe 

CI0 KAIOlCYNeCTAYPOJ 
^ MGNOICYNAYTW 
UUNGIAIZONAYTO 

CK KAireNOMCNHCaJPAo- 

^ CKTHccKOTOcere 

NCTOetOAHNTHN 
rHNCUJCUUPAC 
CNATHC 
CKA KAITHCNATHUipa 

^ eB0HceN0ic4>uj,/,, 

MerAAHGAUUieXcoi 

AGMAZABApGaw 

oecTiNMeeePMH 

NGYOMeNONOeC 
OGCMOYGlCTlGrKa 
TGAGITTGCMe 
KAITINGCTw xa 

PGCTHKOTcov aKov 
CANTGCGAeyov lBov 

HAIAN*«)m 



Mark xv. 27-35. 
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FOL. 
Col. I. 
APAMUUNAGTICKAI 

reMicACCTTorroN 
oiOYcirepieeicKAAA 

MUUeTTOTIZeNAYTO 

5 AeruuNAct>eTei'Auu 

MGNeiePXeTAIHAI 
ACKAeeAGlNAYTON 

0AercA<i>eic<i>ujNH 
MerAAHNeseiTNeYce 

10 KAlTOKATAireTA 

(rMATOYNAOYeCXICGH 

cICAYOATTANUJee 

cLUCKATUU 

iSUJNAeOKeNTYPIUJ 
isoTTAPeCTHKUJCese 

mvTius AYTOYOTI 

ODTWS i^C7TV(VCr€V 

eiTTeNAAHGUUC 



2, Verso. 

Col. 2. 
MIKPOYKAIIUUCH 



0VT<ys YC0YH 
20 tjcrav Se km yYNAI 
/C£S o-T'O ixaKrOQSri 
Oevypova-ai G N A I C 
KOI fiapia H MA 
ySaXijvi; KAIMA 
25 pia. 71 wkUUBOYTOY 



Mark 



TOCMHPKAICAAUUMH 

AiOTeHNGNTHrAAl 

AAIAHKOAOY0OYN 

AYTUUKAIAIHKO 

NOYNAYTUUKAI 

AAAAITTOAAAIAI 

CYNANABACAIAYTUJ 

eiciepocoAYMA 

CKZ KAlHAHOYIACreNO 

^ MeNHceiriHN 

TTAPACKGYHOeCTI 

TTPOCABBATONeAGUJ 

l'UUCH<fATTOAPl 

MAGAIACGYCXHMDJ 

BOYAGYTHCOCKAI 

AYTOCHNTTPOGAG 

XOMGNOCTHNBACI 

AGiANTOYGYTOX 

I\/1HCACGICHA6I£.' 

TTPOCTTIAAtov km 

HTHCATO TO a-wim 

TOYIY 

OAGITIAATOC tOav 
MACGl 

XV. 36-44. 



I02 
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FoL. 3, Recto. 



Col. I. 



CKH 

A 



CK0 



15 



CA 
H 



KGNTYPlUJNOCeAUU 

PHCATOTOCUUMATUJIUJ 

CH^KAlArOPACAC 

CINAONA KAeeAUJ 

AYTONGNeiAHCGN 

THCINAONIKAieeH 

KGNAYTONGNMNH 

MIUJOHNAGAATO 

MHMGNONeKTTG 

TPACKAlTTPOCeKY 

AlCeNAieONGTTITH 

0ypantoymnhmioy 

Hagmapiahma 

taaahnhkaima 

PlAH'fUUCHTOCGee 
UUPOYNTTOYTG0H 
TAlKAIAlAyevo 
MGNOu rOYCABBa 






Col. 2. 



M I Atwi' (Ta/3/3aT<i>v 
GPXONTat tTTi TO jxvr] 
MNGION avaT«A.av 

TOCTOYHAtov KM 

6 AG TON wpos eavTas 
TICATTOxuXtcrei -qiiiv 

TONAieO^ tK Trji 

GYPAo- TOu fx.vr}fji.twv 

KAIANA/3Aei/'ao-at 6i 

UUPOYCIi' OTi ara 

KGKYAltTTai o Xtfes 

HNTAP yiieyas (t4>o 
APAKai a(Xi\6ov 

CA I G I C TO IJ.VrilJ.iLOV 

G I A N vtaviVKOv 

KAGHMevOV iV TOLS 

AG 5 1 

XiV 



Mark xv. 45- 
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Col. I. 

tS« O TOTTOS oTTOY 

i6y]Kav auTON 
aAAa DTrayeTGGITTA 

Tt Tots /«)t(9HTAlCAY 
5 Tov KM TUUTTeTPUU 

on TTjooayeiYMAC 
«s Tr]v yaAIAAIAN 

tKu anToNOYGcee 
KcOwi «TreNYMT 

10 KM £|£A6'oYCAie<t>Y 

yov airo tOYMNH 

ft.uov «x«NrAPAY 

Ta<S TpO/JLoC K A I G K 
(TTacris KM OYAGN 

15 I ovSev £tTT0NG4>0 

fSoVVTO 




emyyeAION 
20 Kara jUaPKON 



FoL. 3, Verso. 

Col. 2. 

TAYTAKAIAYTOC 
iCATTOANATOAHC 
AXPIAYCGUJCGIA 
TTGCTGIAGNAIAY 
TUUNTOIGPONKAI 
A<l>eAPTONKHPY 
rMATHCAIUUNlOY 
CUJTHPIACAMHN 
GCTINAGKAITAYTA' 
*GPOMGNAMGTA 
TOGfOBOYNTOrAP 
ANACTACAGITPUJI' 
TTPUJTHCABBATOY 
GtANHTTPUUTON 
MAPIATHMAfAA 
AHNHTTAPHC 
GKBGBAHKGIGTTTA 
AAIMONIAGKGINH 
TTOPG^ 
TGIAGf 
Mark xvi. 6-fin. 



It will be seen that the agreement of the appended matter with 
the text of Codex L, both as regards the contents and the order 
of arrangement of the supplements, is very decided. Nor is it 
unworthy of notice that Codex L has been suspected to have an 
Egyptian origin, as we have inferred for our fragment from the 
style of the handwriting and the place of its discovery. 

No direct light is, however, thrown upon the origin of the two 
supplements by the Sinai fragments. 

J. Rendel Harris. 



1 The next three lines are in a smaller character. 



